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ing as if there had been no addition to the company, and as
if I had been expected and belonged there. But the topic
was not pursued by the others when the President ceased.
Some inquiry was put to me in regard to intelligence from
the fleet at Mobile and the pursuit of the Tallahassee. Mr.
Fessenden rose and, putting his mouth to the ear of the
President, began to whisper, and as soon as I could answer
the brief inquiries, I left the room.

It was easy to perceive that Seward, Stanton, and Ray-
mond were disconcerted by my appearance. Except the
whispering by Fessenden I saw nothing particular on his
part. It appeared to me he was being trained into a process.
Stanton, with whom he seems to have a sort of sympathy,
is evidently used as an intermediate by Seward to make
them (Seward and Fessenden) friends, and this gathering I
could easily read and understand, although it may be diffi-
cult to describe the manner, etc., which made it clear to me.

The Democrats hold a party nominating convention
next Monday at Chicago, which is naturally attracting a
good deal of attention. There is a palpable effort to give
e"clat, and spread abroad a factitious power for this assem-
blage in advance. To this the Administration journals, and
particularly those of New York, have conduced. I do not
think that anything serious is to be apprehended from that
convention, if Seward can keep quiet; but his management,
which is mismanagement, and his shrewdness, which is fre-
quently untowardness, will ever endanger a cause.

I hear little of Chase, though I doubt not that his aspira-
tions are unextinguished. That he is disappointed because
his retirement made so little sensation and has been so
readily acquiesced in, I have no doubt. I have heard that
he had written a friend here to the effect that it was expe-
dient, under the circumstances, to support Lincoln, al-
though he had many dislikes to the man and his policy.
But I am assured he has an expectation, sometimes amount-
ing to confidence, that Fremont will ultimately be with-
drawn and that there will then be union and harmony. I